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_Box No. I Basis of the report 

1 " mS. S 'cfte™KdlSteTuX*Ste d °" ,he intema,k>nal *• te "0"a9e in which it was 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23 1(b)) 

U Publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

u .nternat.onal prel.m.nary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 
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report as "originally filed" andal^n^^ mV ' tat, ° n under Article 14 ™ referred to in This 



Description, Pages 
1-14 

Claims, Numbers 
1-10 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/2-2/2 



as originally filed 



filed with telefax on 06.12.2004 



as originally filed 



□ a sequence .isting andybr any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 
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□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 
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1- Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-10 
1-10 
1-10 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents/: 
D1 : FR-A-20831 60 (STEHNING) 
D2: GB-A-1321709 



The present invention relates to a stirring apparatus (claim 1), or a system including many of 
them (claim 7), and a method of using that apparatus (claims 8,9). 

The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of claim 1 
and shows (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
a vessel having a conduit extending therefrom and a stirrer having a feeding screw section 
located in said conduit, and a stirring section located in the vessel. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known D1 in that the vessel is much smaller 
than the known ones, and there is a stirrer drive able to rotate the stirrer in both directions. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as providing a system 
that avoids that the conduit may be clogged. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is considered as 
involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 
None of the available prior art discloses such an system, furthermore, the system avoids the 
need of a valve at the entry of the vessel, as long as the stirrer is driven in the feeding 
direction, no material can escape from the vessel. 

Claims 2-6 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of the PCT with 
respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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Remark: for the method, there should be a single independent claim only. 
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